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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of 
THORNSBERRY et al 
Serial No. 10/615,591 
Filed: July 9, 2003 

For: THERMOSETTING PLASTIC FOAMS AND 
METHODS OF PRODUCTION THEREOF 
USING ADHESION ADDITIVES 

5$C *{C ^jc ^ 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Atty. Ref.: 2334-213 
Group: 1771 
Examiner: 



January 5, 2004 



Sir: 



PETITION UNDER RULE 47(A) 



In accordance with the provisions of 37 CFR § 1.47(a), 35 USC §116, second 
paragraph, and MPEP §409.03(a), it is respectfully requested that available joint 
inventors James THORNSBERRY and Robert H. BLANPIED be permitted to make 
application for United States letters patent on behalf of themselves and joint inventor 
Gregory ISLAS. The captioned application and a Declaration signed by available joint 
inventors James THORNSBERRY and Robert H. BLANPIED are submitted 
simultaneously with this Petition. 

As evidenced by the attached Declaration of Chrissie Walker, joint inventor 
Gregory ISLAS has have refused to join in the captioned application. Attached to the 
Declaration of Chrissie Walker are documents attesting to the refusal. 

Exhibit 10 to the attached Declaration of Chrissie Walker is an Intellectual 
Property and Non-Disclosure Agreement signed by Mr. Islas on May 1, 1998. Attention 
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THORNSBERRY et al 
Serial No. 10/615,591 



is directed, e.g., to Section 4 (pages 2 - 3) of Exhibit 10 with respect to obligation to 
assign. 

The last known addresses of the refusing joint inventor Gregory ISLAS, listed in 
the Declaration, is as follows: 

Gregory Islas 
2711 Elm Drive 
Meridian, MS 39307 

The fee of 37 CFR §1.17(i) is attached. The Commissioner is authorized to charge 
the undersigned's deposit account #14-1 140 in whatever amount is necessary for entry of 
these papers and the continued pendency of the captioned application. 

It is respectfully requested that the Petition be granted. 

Respectfully submitted, 
NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 

By: iSEfl dq^ AX / fgga ,. . 

H. Warren Burnam, Jr. 
Reg. No. 29,366 



HWB:lsh 

1 100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 
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IN* THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

c 

In re Patent Application of 

THORNSBERRY et al Atty . Ref , 23 34-213 

Serial No. 10/615,591 Group: 

Filed: July 9. 2003 Examiner: 

For: THERMOSETTING PLASTIC FOAMS AND 
METHODS OF PRODUCTION THEREOF 
USING ADHESION ADDITIVES 

********* * * 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

DECLARATION OF CHRISSIE WALKER IN SUPPORT 
OF PETITION UNDER RITLF 47(A^ 

I, Chrissie Walker, depose and declare as follows: 

1. I am an American citizen. 

2. I am an employee of Adas Roofing Corporation, a corporation of the State of 
Mississippi, having an office and place of business at 2564 Valley Road, Meridian, 
Mississippi 39307. I am Administrative Assistant to Robert H. BLANPIED. Mr. 
Blanpied is Technical Director of Atlas Roofing Corporation and a joint inventor for the 
captioned application. 

3. As indicated in Exhibit 1, on July 15, 2003 1 sent a letter to Gregory ISLAS 
which forwarded the entire captioned patent application, as well as a Declaration and 
assignment document. 

4. On July 31, 2003, 1 sent the reminder letter of Exhibit 2 to Gregory ISLAS. 
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5. I received Exhibit 3, an August 5, 2003 letter from Gregory ISLAS which 
indicated that Gregory ISLAS had not received the documents and requesting that I 
resend the documents, and further suggesting that I send the documents via certified mail. 

6. As evident from Exhibit 4, on August 7, 2003 I resent to Gregory ISLAS all the 
documents, including the entire captioned patent application, which we referenced in my 
July 15, 2003 letter (Exhibit 1). The letter of Exhibit 4 was sent to Gregory ISLAS by 
UPS shipment, as indicated by the UPS shipping document of Exhibit 5 and the UPS 
tracking summary of Exhibit 6. 

7. On September 17, 2003, 1 sent Gregory ISLAS the reminder letter of Exhibit 7. 
Exhibit 8 is a USPS return receipt for the Exhibit 7 reminder letter, and bearing Mr. 
ISLAS' signature. 

8. Exhibit 9 is a September 23, 2003 letter from Gregory ISLAS reporting that 
Mr. ISLAS decided "that it would not be in my best interest to sign over my rights to the 
patent and this time" and that Mr. ISLAS did "not see fit to sign the patent rights over". 

9. Exhibits 1 - 10 are true and accurate copies of the documents in the records of 
Atlas Roofing Corporation. 

10. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements 
and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 
of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Chrissie Walker 



Meridian, Mississippi 
^V/-**naK«^ 3 2003 
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ATLAS HOOFING CORPORATION 



July 15, 2003 



Gregory Islas 
2711 Elm Drive 
Meridian, MS 39307 

RE: Patent CIP Application of THORNSBERRY et al 

Ref No "TZiS USING ADHESION ADDITIVES 

Gregory: 

Enclosed you will find copies of the following documents: 

1 • Letter from Nixon & Vanderhye P.C., dated July 9, 2003 



2. Inventors Declaration for the above mentioned Patent Application 

3. Assignment for Patent Application 

4. Request for filing application under 37 C.F.R. 1 53(b) 

5. U.S. Patent Application specifications, pages N14 

Sincerely, 




Chrissie Walker 
Administrative Assistant 

Enclosure(s) 

cc: Robert Blanpied 




2564 VALLEY ROAD • MERIDIAN. MS 39307 
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July 31, 2003 



Gregory Islas 
2711 Elm Drive 
Meridian, MS 39307 

*& US Patent CIP Application ofTHORNSBERRYet al 

Title: THERMOSETTING PLASTIC FOAMS AND METHODS OF 

PRODUCTION THEREOF USING ADHESION ADDITIVES 
Kef. Na 2334-213 

Gregory: 

Tut l^oV^f f0f ^ b t re menti ° ned patent P,ease T ^ to l*"* dated 
July 15 2003 . The documents that were enclosed with the letter were for you to review 

u£ If 56 d ° CUmentS ' * y0U have *» ^ reach me at 60^1. 

ito3. Thanks for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Chrissie Walker V 
Administrative Assistant 

cc: Robert Blanpied 
Andy McLaughlin 




2564 VALLEY ROAD • MERIDIAN, MS 39307 
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GREGORY ISLAS 



2711 Elm Drive 
Meridian. MS 39307 



August 5, 2003 



Chrissie: 

I just wanted to inform you that I have not received the documents as of yet I 
hope that this delay has not gotten you into any trouble. Since you had said that 
you were not assigned to this task, but that you were just getting a jump start on h, 
I did not see the need to call you at this time. I assumed that you were busy and 
didn't get a chance to get them sent out. Assuming that you sent the documents 
out on or around the date mentioned in the letter that I just received, this should 
have been plenty of time to receive it. Please resend it and double check the 
address before mailing. If you need to you can send it via certified mail, since it is 
not a good idea for anyone to personally deliver them nor for me to come there. 
Thank you for your cooperation and please give me the time necessary to review 
the material once I do receive it. Again, thank you and I hope that this hasn't 
caused you any trouble. 



Sincerely, 




Gregory Islas 



EXHIBIT 

1 
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August 7, 2003 



Gregory Islas 
2711 Elm Drive 
Meridian, MS 39307 



RE: U.S Patent OP Application of THORNSBERRY et al 

™ e: Dtt^!^^^^ PLASTIC FOAMS AND METHODS OF 
Ref. No M+w mERE0F USINGADHES 1° N ADDITIVES 

Gregory: 

The ^closed information is what was in the original package that was mailed out on July 

included « tZl^tT *° mClud6d " ^ «*»"» P acka «e has been 7 

h^rmarion T Y * What documents *™ enclosed. Please re^ew all 

information. If you have any questions you can reach me at 601-481-1463. 

no^ceiveJ^ ** ^ * iT * om&ti ™ tha < ™ <**ed July 1 5, 2003 was 

Sincerely, 

Administrative Assistant 

cc: Robert Blanpied 
Andy McLaughlin 




2564 VALLEY ROAD • MERIDIAN. MS 39307 
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Home | About UPS j Contact UPS 

Tracking 




«» Track b yjTraek^g 

* Tr^k_by_Ref er c n c e 
Number 

* Import tracking 
Numbers i 

■» Track t>y>mai! 
"*Get..Quan.r.um View 
FiJftS i 

* Request .Quantum View 

"* Ve^ h a_Shiflmont § 
4 Help 











3|)en t j UPS 




Xccount Onl 


int"! Now 







Log-In U*erID: j" 



Password; |" 



Regis to- 



Track by Tracking Number 

View Tracking Summary 

To $ee a detailed report for each package, pfease seta* the "Detail" fink, 
Tracking Numtwr 



Oetflvery Information 



1. 12 501 3XW 22 1001 509 6 



Dollverad 



Delivered on: 
Delivered to: 
Siflrted by: 
Service Type: 



Aug 8, 2003 9:16 A.M. 
MERIDIAN, MS, US 
GISLAS 
NEXT DAY AIR 



TYacKn, results provided by UPS: Sep 17, 2003 10:07 A.M. Eastern Time (USA) " ' ~~ 

Sr?an U d^ shipment, tendered by or for you to UPS for 

* Mny ° iner ww of UPS tracking systems and information strictly prohibited. 



Copyright 3 1994-2003 United Parcel Service of America, Inc. Alt rights 



reserved. 



httpV/wvwapps.ups.comAVebTracking/proces^ 
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ATLAS ROOFING CORPORATION 



September 17, 2003 



Gregory Islas 
2711 Elm Drive 
Meridian, MS 39307 

RE: US. Patent CIP Application of THORNSBERR Y et ai 

^^ f0SETT ^ PLASTIC FOAMS AND METHODS OF 
Ref. 2 nZu mESE0F UmG MHESIONADD^mVES 

Gregory: 

This is just a reminder for the before mentioned patent. If you have reviewed the 
information that was sent to vou on Auomt- 7 onm „iJl , 7 , ewea tne 
(601) 48.-1463, if y^^Z^S. ' ' contacted a. 

Sincerely, 




Chrissie Walker 
Administrative Assistant 

cc: Robert Blanpied 
Andy McLaughlin 



2564 VALLEY ROAD ♦ MERIDIAN, MS 39307 
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O.J lVd3:^)i>.5 3?7ld 



SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 



m Complete Items 1, 2, and 3, Also complete 
item A If Restricted Delivery id desired. 

■ Prim your name and address on the reverse * 
so that we can return the card to Vbu> 

■ Attach this card to the back of the^naiipfece, 
or on the front if space permits. * 



1. Article Addressed ten 



VOMPLETP THIS SEC HON ON DELIVERY 




O. bdeflvery address different from ftemi? □ Yea 
« YES, enter delivery address below: □ No 



3. Service 
06 Com 
C^Reoi 



Type 
CertmedMaH 



□ Insured Mafl 



□ Express Mail 

□ Return Receipt for Merchandise 

□ CO JO. 



4, Restricted Defivery? (Extra fee; 



□ Yes 



2. Article Number 



7QQ1 ODOti 71A5 2452 



PS Form 381 1 , August 2001 



Domestic Return Receipt 



1Q25SSO2-M-1540 



L/nit€d States Postal Service ^" 



First-Class Mail 
Postage & Fees Paid 

Permit No. G-10 



• Sender: P,.a« pnn^^ aadreM . ma a^-^ 



UK* 



,,,,, ' M ""»'«-'»wu../,.m„.„,» l /i., l | I1 , I j ll „ 
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GREGORY ISLAS 



2711 Elm Drive 
Meridian. MS 39307 



September 23, 2003 

Chrissie Walker 
Atlas Roofing Corporation 
2564 Valley Road 
Meridian, MS 39307 



Chrissie: 

I have reviewed the documents regarding the patent (Ref. No. 2334-213). After 
reviewing them I have decided that it would not be in my best interest to sign ove 
my rights to the patent at this time. Since I did half of the work for the patent 
which was all of the physical work, with James Thomsberry having intellectual 
input, I do not see fit to sign the patent rights over. Please forward to all of the 
parties involved. If you have any further questions or concerns please feel free to 
contact me in the way which I have requested in the past, through the mail 



Sincerely, 




Gregory Islas 



EXHIBIT 

1 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND 
2 "^las'ranV'^GX^^ %5£r*^ (hereinafte^rife^'tj 



as "Atlas "j and Qreo^ T *fr~ 
(hereinafter referred to iH the f i; 



first person or as "Employee")! 

e m Dlo™nt A «<?h C ?I? itio ? to ' and in consideration of my 
employment with Atlas, I agree to the following: 

PRIOR ITVM^P STANDTWC 

this Aoree^nt- ^JL" £ U iJ y * isclo *e* in any attachment to 
tnas Agreement, X covenant that I am not presently a nartv <-r. ^ 

lll°ZtHllT Bnt ° r UBd *«t«ndihg with a fSr^r Sp\oy£ o? with 3 
re^tSc?LS e S°^i - r busine 5? s ^^t to any othe£ legal 
i»S5i i! n jr obligation which would in any way prohibit, 

dutiSs'in tSfoo^ ^P lo ^ er * or the performance of my 

auties m the course of my employment with Atlas, 

oatenS !r I!™? if S ' no * wlU 1 asse ^ against Atlas any such ' 
Stared IL?? igh *5*° in o°*P°rated, without having first 
Atlas sP^ific written agreement regarding luch use by 



2. 



DISCLOSITP^ QF aTTAS INFORltflTTrw 



Atlas, I wiU be maS?l^^ *5 the C ? U ? S * ° f m * e »Ployment with 
" oroSietari i r,?IJ? J^ 9 U - e °?' ac< ^irirtg or adding to 
Klatina 2 ilf^^ 0 - ° f Atlas ' inc l u °ih<r any information 
n c ?eS 9 or iSSSL bu ^Hf ss ' or industrial practices, trad* 

25 ISLSf J? ow ' how ' software programs, manuals, guides, cistomei 

outSidSr? communications within Atlas which are not known to 
herea£?«; - ^L alS ° » nde "t a ™* that Atlas may have or may 
convene* receiv VJ f ormation ™* materials from third parties i, 

c^iSenUal i^SLitTT Wt 1 wilX not such 

my eioloviJnt SfSwIi " £ °* an £ P?** 036 either during or after 
Smsent £ ^2?/*!?"' !?° Gpt with Atlas ' P"or written 
W^«»w&^iS Bnt necessary in the regular course 

ATLAS IP/ND AGMT 
09-01-89 
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3. PROPRIETARY INFORMATION 

and other computer sjftiarf^nd STT 1 "? Systett ' e ^nicatioL 
and an future" produ^^X^ JE^KcS*?" °' "* 

paragraph (a) .bSie/JS soScf J5 *5? so,rtwate described in 
algorithm; iodlBg^^'^i^^JS^gS!, flowcharts, 
concepts, routines and *^^'a22S^^* „ 

formulae, materials u"??2ed°i n P «rolnSf ' Paction techniques] 
equipment utilised in t ^S^ V ^^ i VMma ' ™* 

purchasing information 1 ^?! techniques,, nailing lists, 
procedure!, finScia? in?f^J 1StS ' P rici *? policies, quoting 
and require^eSr iustnSf?^i i0n ' CUst ° tter prospect namel 
other ESrSSrit info^at?™ ; ? u f^ onier * ite information and 
Atlas does business; elating to the manner in which 

not protectable ^de^^Sr?^ f°5 Cepts an ^ ideas - whether or 
without limitation the neS« ^ and co ?y ri 9 ht lm, including, 
development aetiSities SSS e .!f d i7 ult :. of research and 

^usrass -*s2s&£sr codes ' object 

to my access to 'or .taowled^ofan^ S"*^ 1 ^ fr0 ° ° r related 
materials and inform^ionTandf * ab ° Ve cnuinerate <* 

regarding the financial arS^ 1 ?",??* in . the pubUc dotta ^ 
its relationship with it! 5 &1 5 5 ° f Atlas ' f ts Salar y structure, 
and such JS2 JnfiSatiSn^S^Ii su PP liers ' ^/^ employees 
helpful to its iSmSSfi n n0t xn the P^lic domain as may be ' 
cu s ?oSers or emp^Jeei? 0 " Qr eiBbarra "i^ to Atlas, its 

«- In ventio n , nTscovatiBs. ^ CQSmsmSLSSS^ 

ATLAS IP/ND AGMT 
09-01-89 
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9 
dor 



discovert L* Pyri9ht li t** Lgn *' i»Ptov«imt. f inventions, 
Xtlll Itini. nd Co Py r ^- hb « bl « works relating to the business of 
SSS^H 5 »« »*d., authored, co-authored, first reduced co 
SiS ™ : V1 ?*2 °; con * eived « b y «• jointly with others 

2fi •.? y f er f- d ? f em P lo y»ent with Atlas.- The foregoing 
*invin?i^2 2* disclose and assign to Atlas designs, improvements, 
S J5 * n ' disCoV eries, and copyrightable works shall apply 
whether or not they are authored, first reduced to practice, 

° r conceived du **ng regular working hours, or on Atlas 
premises , and/ or at the expense of Atlas. I will disclose and 
assign to Atlas all designs, discoveries, improvements , 
«T»?^ n ?: ™P rove » e nts, and copyrightable works, whether or r ot 
llzVH 9 to /Je business of Atlas, if an Atlas machine or other 
resources of Atlas property were used by me, or if said items 

SSfls 5 e refiult of e «°rts expended during the working hours fcr 
which I am compensated by Atlas. 

**<i*i.<-~ I hereby agree that all copyrightable works 

relating to the business of Atlas which are created by me duri 
any period of employment with Atlas shall be deemed as a work *g 

5i r ?"™£°!J 5? r any reason s «ch work or works not be construed 
as a worx tor hire, then this Agreement shall operate as an 
assignment of all right, title, and interest in such work{ 5 ) t 

. . . c " A11 such designs, improvements , inventions, 

2£fS?~ ries ' and c °Py fi 9htable works shall remain Arias property 
whether or not so disclosed or assigned and I will cooperate 
ruiiy with Atlas during and after employment in accomplishing the 
intent of this provision. I agree to execute any instruments and 
to do all things reasonably requested by Atlas (both during and 
after employment with Atlas) in order to more fully vest in Atla 
all ownership rights in those items transferred by me to Atlas, 
i??: U 2i n9 *^ execution of all documents necessary in connection 
Wltn the filing and assigning of patent applications. 

D. I understand that no assignment to Atlas is 
required concerning any inventions for which no equipment, 
supplies facility or trade secret information of Atlas was used 
and which was developed -entirely on my own time and (1) which 
does not relate (a) directly to the business of Atlas or (b) to 
Atxas actual or demonstrably anticipated research or development 
Atlas WhlCh d ° es not rasulfc froro any work performed by me for 

SLt — RETURN Off ATLAS PttnpftP/ry 

, ... At Atlas' request, or upon termination of my employment 

with Atlas, I agree to turn over to Atlas all notes, data, tapes 
lists, reference materials, sketches, drawings, memoranda, 
records, diaries, confidential information (including all 

ATLAS XP/ND AGMT 
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«^™T ary InfotTOat f°n)^nd other documents which arc in my 
^!n^i°Sf°L^? r01 bel ° nging t0 Atl3S ° r ~ lati »* to the" 
REMEDTBS 

underst and and agree that Atlas will suffer 

JSIPJJffi lJ V the eVent that 1 breacn an y of obligations 

under this Agreement and that monetary damages will be inadequate 
to compensate Atlas for such breach. Accordingly, I agree that 
ILStiT^SlS breach ° r threatened breach by me or any of tie 
of 5 1S A ? reeiDer *' Atlas, in addition^ to and not in ' 
:i ? ^ ° the T ri 9hts, remedies, or damages available 
JnW??™*? ° r ^ 6 Sf Uity ' Sha11 be titled to a^permanent 
mSS? 2! t dGr S° P revent °r to restrain any such breach b, 
22?™^ Y ? y partne * 3 ' *<3*nts, representative, servants, * 
iX}22?' ea, P}°y ees and /or any and all persons directly or 
indirectly acting for or with me. 



to 



7 . ACCOfly jTTWS 



pnVmaBfE I covenant and agree that, if I shall violate any of 
SJEf^V*" a 9 reeinen ts un der this Agreement, Atlas shall be 
entitled to an accounting and repayment of all profits, 



my 



S?™vf a 10n < commissions, remunerations or benefits which I 
tllnit ind f rectl y h av e realized and/or may realize as a 

result of, growing out of or in connection with any such 
wf? a i? n; S} i ch remedv s »all be in addition to and not in 
Ji i£?5 0 !*? f 3 - y in j unctive relief or other rights or remedies 
Agreement? ^ entltled at law ' e< **ity or under th(.s 

REASOWART ^KESS OF RF,STRTCTTnug 

v*,^ » 1 haVe "refully read and considered the provisions o 
«i %5Hfw e ?u n andj havin * done so, agree that the restrictions 
IJLf j * 5 e in are fair and rea sonable and are reasonably 
required for the protection of the interests of Atlas, its 
Jcfi Cers : Rectors,, employees, and customers, in the event 
«SS i notwithstanding the foregoing, any part of the covenants 
set forth herein shall be held to be invalid and unenforceable, 
tne remaining parts of this Agreement shall nevertheless continue 
to toe valid and enforceable as though the invalid and 
unenforceable parts had not been included herein. 

Z* BINDING EFFECT 

«-„ 4-u v T i^ s ^reement shall be binding upon, and shall inure 
!° r* e r^f 1 ? of ' Atlas ™* myself, and to our respective heirs; 
personal and legal representatives, and, in the case of Atlas, 
its successors and assigns. 

ATLAS IP/ND AGMT 

09-01-89 , 



NIXON 8. VANDERHYE PC4 Fax:703-816-4100 
-2003 1 0:1 GAM FROM-ATLAS ROOFING CORP 



Dec 1 2003 14=52 P. 20 
+60HS4-B935 T-680 P 009/000 F-255 



10. ATLAS 

Atlas, or any coroiration L L^i ffle ^ B parent or subsidiary o 
Atlas'by vlSuTS 222 EiS* 1 *?! Whic ^ is an a «iliate of [ 
for which i am prfv?d^^ S i?iSes 9 ^n n ^v i ? e ^ i r 1, . OVne " hi P< 4* 
-Ployment withW 3 any^X ^JSS^SS'^ty. 

11. NOTICE 

sufficiently STSltSir 1 ^ ^5 e K giVM hereund « shall be 
: mail, return r2«St J2SiJSli"5* c f rtlfied Q * registered 
the case of »JIelf P tJ 2S fSS?' 'M**"?™ P°stage prepaid, in 

-U^ ENTIRE Ar,pryv^ r 

understanding J5"S*JV* ntai,w the entire agreement and 
the llllntnil and betw f en and myself with respect to 

representatiLf n^f • enentS hetein de scribed, and no 
S P orar noi Sf; e ?^i S ? 5 i a ! reefflei *s or understandings, written 
NotSingcontainld in Sh!* ^f 1 be ot an * force or 'effect, 
to coStiStr^.S^; t *S r ^?r ilt f ha11 be deea,ed or <=^strued 
modification hS e «f ^?f? v, by A S as to eBl P lo y me " No ^nge or 
in IritiS and Jfi"-?* VdU ? or bindi "* unl M . the same is 

?£#" I ^SSESwSS" " 

toX' shall £» a!*^' ° £ any * ,rov «i<"> °£ this Agra.mant at 

*£~££t « £2*2 0 ; 2?fr e ?.°£ other p^iion <* this 



EMPLOYEE 



ATLAS ROOFING CORPORATION 



By; J^ia^w^rfb^ 
Employee signature 

Printed Kane; '(B^j*™) 



Title 



ATLAS IP/ND AGMT 
09-01-89 





Printed Name; 



